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	Introduction 


This policy has been developed in the light of the need to protect pupils,  and the need to help those who misuse tobacco and vape products.  The Centre takes a proactive stance on the issue of smoking and vaping, and believes that a co-ordinated and coherent Education Programme is a vital part of the Centre curriculum.

This policy outlines the procedures to be followed when managing smoking or vaping related incidents occur on the Centre premises and provides guidance for dealing with parents, outside agencies, police and the press.   It also gives details of the Centre’s Drug Education Programme.

This policy should be cross-referenced with the Centre’s Behaviour Management Policy and The Child Protection Policy.

The Bridge Education Centre recognises that:

•
People are entitled to breathe air unpolluted by tobacco smoke.

•
Passive smoking can be hazardous to health.

•
Environmental tobacco smoke causes discomfort and pervades hair, clothing and furnishings.

•
The majority of the population are non-smokers.

•
Ventilation alone does not adequately protect against the effects of environmental tobacco smoke.

Where and to whom the policy applies:

Throughout this policy pupils are referred to, but it applies equally to members of staff and visitors to the premises.
Additionally, this policy will also be applied when pupils are on journeys and visits during Centre hours, work experience and residential trips. 

When pupils are participating in College link placements they will comply with the policies of the host establishment.  If requested by that establishment The Bridge Education Centre Policy will apply.

	CENTRE POLICY


As all Hampshire schools and local authority sites, The Bridge Education Centre is a designated non-smoking site. Consequently, all smoking or vaping is NOT permitted on the premises/site.

Through the – SMSC and substance misuse curriculum and guidance at The Bridge Education Centre, all pupils will receive education and support around the dangers of smoking and vaping and where necessary support to cease or reduce the use of such products.
The Bridge Education Centre takes a addiction treatment response in its management of smoking and vaping.  Incidents of smoking are dealt with under our substance misuse policy and restorative teaching approach to behaviour.

No e cigarettes/or other tobacco content are permitted in any County Council Building site.

Pupils who are caught smoking or vaping on-site area might after investigation receive a fixed penalty fine.

The Bridge Education Centre works under the guidance of our core principles (full details contained within the Core principles booklet available to all staff)

· Unconditional positive regard

· Academic excellence

· Therapeutic understanding

· Collaborative cross team understanding

· High expectations

· Restorative teaching approach to behaviour

Through consistent application of these core principles, we aim to:

· Support children to reduce or cease the misuse of substances including tobacco and vaping products by; providing clear and up to date information relating to the effects of substances upon health,

· Guide children to understand the wider risks associated with obtaining, using or sharing substances including; tobacco and vaping products

· Support children to seek help and guidance to reduce or cease the misuse of substances, including; tobacco and vaping products

· Support parents of children who use substances by; providing them with information, guidance and signposting to relevant agencies.

The Bridge Education Centre:

· condones neither the use of tobacco or vaping products, by members of the Centre community nor the illegal supply of these substances.

· is committed to the health and safety of its members and will take appropriate action to safeguard their well-being.

· seeks to encourage pupils in need of support to come forward to ask for help as part of its support and guidance procedures.

· Provides detailed information to pupils and parents and supports them with their reduction or cessation of substance misuse, including tobacco and vaping products
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