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	RATIONALE


At The Bridge Education Centre we are committed to ensure that the literacy levels of all students, at all stages, are of a standard that can drive their learning across the whole curriculum. Literacy, therefore, underpins the school curriculum, by developing students’ abilities to speak, listen, read and write for a wide range of purposes, using language to learn and communicate, to think, explore and organise. Helping students to express themselves clearly orally and in writing enhances and enriches teaching and learning in all subjects. Consequently, all departments and all teachers have a crucial role to play in supporting students’ literacy development.

A whole school approach to developing literacy helps to support the aims of the school by:

· Ensuring pupils are able to access the curriculum

· Ensuring pupils are confident, independent learners

· Putting in place the foundations for life-long learning
	AIMS


The aims of this policy document are:

· To raise literacy standards across all subjects

· To support students’ learning in all subjects by helping teachers to be clear about the ways in which their work with students contributes to the development of students’ communication skills

· To develop a shared understanding between all staff of the role of language in students’ learning and how work in different subjects can contribute to and benefit from the development of students’ ability to communicate effectively

· To enable all pupils to access the whole curriculum more effectively

· To develop pupils’ confidence and self-expression

· To use that confidence to take responsibility for their own learning and to be prepared to take risks in their use of language

· To prepare pupils for life by ensuring that literacy is embedded and taught across both key stages

· To encourage a love of reading for pleasure that is enjoyed within school and post -16

· To look for opportunities to involve pupils through Pupil Voice
	GUIDELINES


Literacy Across the Curriculum

The challenge for all subject areas is to support and enhance skills that are taught in English that will then have a positive impact on the outcomes in their particular subject area. All subjects make a specific contribution to developing pupils’ language through the use of subject specific vocabulary, reading skills that enhance understanding and writing that is appropriate to that subject.

In developing literacy across the curriculum, teachers at The Bridge Education Centre aim to enable our pupils to:

· Express themselves clearly, correctly and appropriately orally and in writing

· Read accurately and with understanding

· Use grammatically correct sentences

· Spell and punctuate accurately for effective communication

· Recognise and use standard English at appropriate times

Marking Policy

Throughout writing tasks, feedback to pupils should make use of the Marking Codes for Literacy.

When responding to pupils’ work teachers should:

· give priority to content, ideas, organisation and meaning above secretarial features;

· target specific areas for improvement (a selective and focused identification of errors);

· give guidance on how to achieve the short-term targets set. For example, whilst “improve your spelling” is unhelpful and vague, the identification of a particular spelling error e.g. doubling of letters before adding -ing is specific and presents the student with a target which can be addressed;

· create opportunities for students to reflect on the quality of their own work and for peer assessment.

Aims of the three language modes

Although the following is divided into three sections, Speaking and Listening, Reading and Writing, it is essential that these three modes are interdependent.

Speaking and Listening.

Teachers will help students:

· to understand that talk (and not just reading and writing) is a valuable means of learning in itself

· by ensuring the task and purpose is clear

· by giving time to reflect on the content

· to value and respect the talk of others

· to be confident contributors in a wide range of oral activities, in individual, paired and group situations

· to understand that differences in task, purpose and audience require different language choices and formality

· to build confidence by starting small: an explanation to a partner, then to a small group before presenting to a whole class
Reading

Teachers will develop students’ reading skills by:

· providing texts at appropriate reading levels for the range of student reading ability; encouraging extended reading as well as reading in short bursts
· providing opportunities for students to access texts, for example accessing the Internet for independent research 
· teaching students how to select/note/summarise information from their reading, drawing students’ attention to the way texts are organised in different subject areas e.g. format, page layout, print, illustrations and diagrams, and other key textual features.

· helping students acquire a variety of comprehension skills – literal, inferential and evaluative

· helping students experience different ways of reading, for example, individual or shared
Ultimately, our aim is for our pupils to have the skills and confidence to be able to independently choose which techniques are the most appropriate for the task.
Writing

Teachers will aim to develop writing skills by:

· providing opportunities for students to write in a variety of styles, and for a variety of audiences and purposes

· providing opportunities for students to write in subject specific ways, providing annotated examples in the subject so that the requirements are clear

· providing students with models of different styles of writing, including through teacher modelling, and structured assistance (e.g. writing frames) 
· drawing students’ attention to the importance of the drafting, editing and proof-reading process, providing techniques to embed these skills 

Again, the aim is for pupils to be able to confidently choose and put into practice the most appropriate organisation and style of writing for the task.
Additionally, spelling is an area that needs to be consistently addressed across all subjects. Teachers will aim to develop spelling skills by:

· displaying key words for each stage

· encouraging students to find the correct spelling of the word themselves instead of providing a correct version for them

· supporting pupils in developing an understanding of subject specific vocabulary, encouraging the use of glossaries or dictionaries where appropriate
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